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DONEPUDI VENKAYYA, "Vajranakha" Krishna Lanka
Literary Critic Vllaygwada -13

AN APPRECIATION

This thesis entitied, "Pothana Bhagavatham - Sringaram®,
(Sringara in Bhagavatha, the Telugu poetic version written by Pothana)
presented to the Nagarjuna university for the degree of Ph.D., represents
the investigation carried on by Dr. Mellachervu Bhanuprasada Rao,
Reader, S.S & N. College, Narasaraopet in Andhra Pradesh, as a
research scholar under the guidance of Professor Boddupalli
Purushotham. This thesis gives an exhaustive and critical exposition of
Bhagavatha in Telugu, a Moksha Sastra, as a Kama Sastra (Science of
sexology) too.

The unique contribution of Dr. Bhanuprasada Rao through this
book to critical literature lies in the fact that he has thrown light on the
hitherto unknown and unnoticed facets of Kama Sringara in the love
episodes of Gopis and Krishna, Kubja and Krishna, Rukmini and Krishna,
Usha and Anirudha, Sarmishta and Yayathi, Urvasi and Pururava,
Rishya Sringa and Courtesans, Mohini and Parameswara and such
others, drawing authority from works like Sringara Prakasa, Bhava
Prakasa, Rasarnava Sudhakara and also Kama Sutras of Vatsyayana.
He has aiso shown how the seed of Sringara in Sanskrit Bhagavata of
Veda Vyasa has been growninto ahuge tree in AndhraMaha Bhagavatha
by Pothana.

While citing the introductory poem "Lalithaskandhamu......" the
writer has, perhaps for the first time in Telugu literature, interpretes that
Bhagavatha is a wish - fulfilling tree, which blesses the enlightened
readers with the fruit of Sringara. He has also demonstrated well how the
stotras written by Pothana in various contexts in Bhagavatham are filled
to the brim with Sringara. With his erudition and a very original mind, the
author has discussed all the prevailing theories of Alankara Sastra at
length and given his verdict that SriKrishna, the Sringara - rasa Incarnate,
is the best 'Vaisika' nayaka. This is really path-breaking, if not breath-
taking.



The various steps and intimate poses leading to the sexual
union, as vividly described by Pothana and quoted and commented upon
by Dr. Bhanuprasada Rao, may be shocking to those prudes and kill-jeys
forwhom sex is a forbidden territory. Butthe same would inform, educate
and enlighten those married couples who want to have the experience of
conjugal bliss to their heart's content (see page 198) and atthe sametime
would work like an invigorating tonic to those lovers who are under the
magic spell of that irresistible angelic instinct, that life's greatest stimu-
lant. Pothana, the poet par excellence, who never looked upon sex with
abhorrence - that is the Indian way any way - wrote Bhagavatha as a
Sringara Kavya in as much as he knew, as rightly pointed out by the
writer, that the bliss experienced by lovers imparadised in a passionate
and mutual embrace is akin to heavenly bliss (see page 134) and that
Kama Sringara is the most effective and suggestive image of Moksha
Sringara. The writer also has showed, liberallv quoting from Pothana's
poems, how Sringara in Bhagavatha gives aesthetic ecstasy and makes
one transported to and transfixed on the threshold of divine ecstasy.

Every thing in this book - including the title, the colour and the
Gopikrishna picture on the cover page, the picture of parrot on the inner
page, the printing, the get-up - symbolizes Sringara. The book excites,
exhilarates and gives the feeling of an electric shiver tingling through the
veins and is comparable to the sweet sexy song (Kama - gita - see page
181) sung by Krishna, the cow-herd boy, on his fiute, out of which
enthralling sounds proceed like the arrows of Cupid, piercing the hearts
of gopis and driving them mad with love for Krishna.

Aspecial attraction of this sweet and smart book is its style - crisp
and brisk, hence flowing and well - chiseiled and perfected, hence
charming. The book is likely to cause quite a stir in Telugu literary circles
and in even a wider field if a translation of the'same is brught out.

Yuva, Diwali
23-10-1995 - Donevudi Venkauya
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6. ‘The Rasaka is seen in Bhamaha and, as defined by Kohala, it is mentioned in
the Abhinavabharati. The minimum feature of Rasa seems to be dancing in a
circle, by men and women or by women only'.

-~ Bhoja's Sringara Prakasa.
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